ON SALE DEC 29

BUILDING THIS AERO-
ENGINED MONSTEH

And loads of stuff on
normal cars too

M 0 H E P I @ Ignition parts 'cun_t_inu“ed_
mEm®RE and the start of alternators.
BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE: 01733 468392

Page 44 puzzle answers: A, Peter owns both; 8, Andrew owns a Minor; €, Sue owns an E-type. Did yotj quess right?
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Doping the fabric has given it a pleasing,
mottled yellowed finish that has a ready-aged
appearance and the result is both light and
strong. It’s also perfectly in keeping with the
general aviation theme, Even the leather trim
around the cockpit aperture is suggestive of a
World War One fighter plane, being simply
wired to the body sides through eyelets in the
leather. Neat and very effective.

There is some metal above the chassis, most
obviously the alloy bulkhead behind the
engine. It has the Austin script apparently cast
into it and has already been described as a
genuine Edwardian relic, but when quizzed on
the subject, Oliver comes clean: ‘Well actually it
was made by me. I copied a real one and
fabricated it, so it’s not even cast like an
original, but it does seem to fool a lot of people.

While not professing to be any good at
metalwork Oliver also made the twin fuel tanks,
which were riveted and soldered up from brass
sheet. He also made the cowls in front of the

Oliver's dad suppli
the chassis from his
stash of vintage spares.
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To keep the proportions
right, the car was built
to a full-size plan marked
out on the garage wall.
Rear body resembles an
aircraft fuselage, with its
shape dictated by
wooden formers

and stringers,

""Ll-x.'

I

radiator and steering wheel. “They're
made from several pieces of steel,
literally beaten to shape and welded
together. A bit crude, but then they don't
need to look immaculate. I've had to
learn this stuff as I go along and the way
[ do it is probably wrong but it seems to
work. The only machining I couldn’t do was
the splines for the wire wheel hubs and also
the gear cutting for the transmission

Any special worth its salt includes a few star
finds from autojumbles and Oliver's is no
exception. Without doubt, his luckiest
discovery has to be the Hall-Scott tachometer
that turned up at a Vintage Sports-Car Club
meeting at the Prescott hill climb. The steering
wheel, however, was made from scratch from
two pieces of laser-cut steel and, whisper it
gently, a wood rim of MDF,

Other details include the bronze filler caps
for the fuel tanks taken from old Army trucks
inalocal scrapyard. The same scrapyard also
yielded a heavy-duty lorry clutch to cope with
the lorry-like amounts of torque that the aero
engine produces.

Lateral thinking is an essential skill for the
special builder so when Oliver needed to
create the exhaust pipe that runs along the
nearside of the body he contacted — who else?
—a boiler-flue maker. The rearmost section of

the exhaust is the original aircraft part, now
extended by a matching length with the same
flattened-oval cross-section, Passengers must
take care not to casually rest their left elbow on
the cockpit side or they’ll end up branded with
an exact impression of an exhaust pipe joint.
Mine took several weeks to heal up.

The pain was fair exchange for a ride out to

the local pub. Oliver has already driven the
Austin to Prescott and Goodwood. “We took
it to the Goodwood Revival and ended up in
the central enclosure, despite not havi ng an
invitation. The marshalls kept waving us
through,’says Oliver,

Getting going is a little tricky since Oliver
hasn't yet found a suitable starter motor but it
will fire up instantly if someone is willing to
push. The Hall-Scott doesn’t make the
deafening roar that I'd been expecting and
putters away like, surprise surprise, an old
biplane motor. To ride shotgun in the big
Austin down the Sussex lanes connecting
Oliver’s house with the nearest pub is to
indulge in instant time travel. Tanking along at
40mph your face is pummelled by the
slipstream and lightly moisturised by the
drizzle of coolant escaping from the radiator
cap. This is proper motoring, But when it
comes to braking you have to be alert, Since
the brakes are mechanical, and they work on
the rear wheels only, you need to concentrate
harder than any Playstation or Xbox gamer.

Since showing the Austin for the first time in
2004 Oliver has received a commission to build
another Edwardian special and he’s now
thinking about turning his hobby into a career.
Toad-of-Toad-Hall wannabes can email him at
aero@oliverway.co.uk, though be warned —
with the parts bill alone totalling £20,000 or
more, a finished car is likely to cost at least
double that. Oliver is already planning to make
another car for himself, this time shoehorning
a 1920s Curtiss V8 aero engine into the :
chassis of a monstrous German Fafnir.

NEED TD KNOW

Vintage Sports-Car Club, The Old Post Office, West
Street, Chipping Norton, Oxon, 0X7 5EL, 01608
644777 email info@vsce.co,uk

AutoCAD www.autocad.com

Oliver Way aero@oliverway.co, uk

Laser-cut stee| was
used to make a new
steering wheel.

The Hall-Scott engine
was built for a World

War One biplane.
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SPEES: 1911/18 AUSTIN SPECIAL = —
ENGINE: 9512':{[ in-line 4-cyl POWER: !-30':-:1;1-‘.9:1-’;'}30;;;? TQRQUE. 4001b ft

+ 4-speed manual, chain drive TOP SPEED: 100mph E
EWE!’%RB&XL;NGD‘FFHEI T-;Jilt 9in f.i.5lr-'|:- WIDTH: 5t 7in {1.7m) WEIGHT: 2600ib(1180kg)
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